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Gentlemen, 

IT  is  my  privilege  to  present  to  yon  my  Eighth  Annual  Eeport  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitation  of  your  District.  The  former  continues 
satisfactory,  while  good  progress  has  been  made  in  the  General 
Sanitation  of  the  District. 

The  District  covers  109,604  acres,  with  a  population  at  the  Census 
of  1901  of  25,994.  This  includes  1,168  inmates  of  the  Devon  County 
Asylum  and  311  of  the  Starcross  Idiot  Asylum.  These  are  not  included 
in  the  figures  used  for  the  estimation  of  the  Vital  Statistics,  and 
allowing  that  the  population  is  still  decreasing  at  the  rate  of  the  last 
decennial  period,  the  population  is  taken  at  24,200  at  the  middle  of 
1904. 


As  in  previous  years  I  have  subdivided  the  whole  area  into  five 
subdistricts,  four  being  grouped  about  the  rivers  which  run  through 
the  district,  while  the  town  of  Topsham  is  taken  by  itself.  The 
divisions  are  very  natural  ones,  as  the  geological  formations  are  nearly 
co-terminous  with  each.  The  Clyst  is  mainly  composed  of  the  lower 
marls  and  lower  sandstones  of  the  Permian  series,  being  separated  from 
the  Otter  by  the  pebble  beds  of  Woodbury  Common  ;  the  Otter  of  the 
upper  sandstone  of  the  Permian  ;  the  Exe  of  lower  sandstone  at  its 
North  and  South  extremities,  with  Permian  conglomerates  in  the 
middle  ;  the  Teign  of  carboniferous  shales  which  in  the  North  run  partly 
into  the  Exe  district,  while  at  their  Southern  extremity  the  two  are 
separated  by  the  greensand  of  the  Haldon  Hills.  The  town  of  Topsham 
proper  is  on  the  lower  sandstone,  while  the  rural  portion  of  the  parish 
is  on  Permian  breccia  and  conglomerates,  with  some  valley  gravels. 

The  general  character  of  the  year  1904  as  regards  weather  may 
be  described  as  favourable.  The  first  three  months  of  the  year  were 


4 


very  wet,  11-75  indies  of  rain  falling,  being  more  than  a  third  of  the 
total  fall  of  31-32  indies.  The  average  for  the  last  ten  years  is  30  24. 
April  and  June  were  very  dry,  the  latter  being  very  hot,  while  July 
produced  thunderstorms,  with  a  rainfall  of  5-44,  which  was  exceeded 
only  by  February  with  5-65.  The  Autumn  months  were  unusually 
open  and  fine,  with  a  severe  cold  snap  in  November. 

I  am  indebted  for  these  figures  to  the  courtesy  of  tlie  Librarian  at 
the  Devon  and  Exeter  Institution. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was  430. 
Of  these  1 12  were  in  the  various  Public  Institutions  in  the  district, 
6  of  which  were  in  residents.  To  these  must  be  added  26  which 
occurred  in  the  S.  Thomas  Union  Workhouse  and  the  Royal  Devon 
and  Exeter  Hospital.  The  nett  total  is  350,  giving  a  Death-rate  of 
14-4  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  This  may  be  said  to  be 
satisfactory  as  it  is  -8  lower  than  the  average  and  -2  lower  than  last 
year.  It  has  been  below  this  twice  only  in  the  last  eight  years. 

The  number  of  births  is  537  ;  277  males  and  260  females.  It  is 
unusual  for  the  female  births  to  exceed  the  male.  The  rate  of  22-1 
is  under  the  average. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  are  60,  giving  an  infantile 
mortality  of  111  per  1,000  births.  This  being  an  increase  of  26  over 
last  year,  and  8  higher  than  the  average. 


The  following  table  gives  the  figures  for  the  whole  and  the  various 
subdistricts  with  the  corrected  averages  for  the  last  seven  years  : — 


Area. 

Population. 

Birth 

Death 

Infantile 

Zymotic 

Phthisis 

Kate. 

Rate. 

Mortality. 

D.  Rate. 

D.  Rate. 

General 

...  109,640 

24,200 

22-1 

14-4 

Ill 

•82 

•74 

Average  ) 

(1897-1903) ) 

24,673 

23-4 

15-2 

103 

•90 

•94 

Clyst 

33,870 

7,590 

21-8 

12-5 

66 

•13 

•30 

Average 

. . . 

7,647 

24-7 

15-0 

100 

•85 

•97 

Exe 

34,364 

8,070 

20-9 

15-9 

112 

•74 

1-11 

Average 

.  - . 

8,176 

21-1 

13-1 

98 

•64 

•84 

Otter 

13,074 

2,310 

29-4 

16-0 

104 

•86 

•43 

Average 

2,487 

22-3 

17-5 

ilO 

•85 

1-28 

Teign 

30,396 

3,450 

17-9 

14-2 

162 

1-73 

•26 

Average 

3,544 

26-8 

16-3 

98 

1-20 

•50 

Topsham 

3,379 

2,780 

26-2 

14-3 

178 

1-08 

1-43 

Average 

2,787 

22-5 

17-5 

120 

•75 

1-43 

Rural  En 

gland  and  Wales 

26-8 

15-3 

125 

12-8 
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The  birth-rates  all  vary  considerably  from  their  averages  with  the 
exception  of  the  Exe.  The  Otter  rate  is  very  high,  while  that  of  the 
Teign  has  fallen  to  a  corresponding  degree  This  district  has  had  a 
remarkable  succession  of  high  birth-rates.  The  Topsham  rate  is  the 
highest  recorded  for  that  place. 

The  rates  of  Infantile  mortality  also  vary  considerably  in  the 
several  districts,  that  for  the  Clyst  being  most  satisfactory,  and  the 
lowest  yet  recorded  for  that  district.  The  Exe  is  practically  equal  to 
that  for  the  whole  area,  but  is  well  above  its  own  average.  The  rates 
for  the  Teign  and  Topsham  are  excessive,  especially  the  latter.  The 
high  average  here  is  partly  due  to  an  excessive  number  of  premature 
births,  but  in  the  present  year  this  is  only  a  small  contributory  cause. 
In  the  Teign  more  than  half  the  Infantile  deaths  were  due  to  Zymotic 
disease.  Nearly  a'  third  of  the  whole  number  were  due  to  either 
premature  birth  or  to  causes  connected  with  the-  development  of  the 
Infant. 


2Di6ea0e  ^nciDent0. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 

The  general  death-rate  from  Zymotic  disease  is  the  same  as  last 
year,  and  is  the  second  lowest  recorded.  Half  the  deaths  are  from 
Whooping  Cough.  The  especial  incidence  of  this  was  in  the  Teign 
district,  five  deaths,  or  half  the  total,  occurring  here.  There  were 
three  at  Bridford,  and  one  each  at  Bridford  and  Holcombe  Burnell. 
Two  were  at  Topsham,  and  one  each  at  Kenton  and  Woodbury.  There 
were  four  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diarrhoea,  one  each  at  Ashton, 
Holcombe  Burnell,  Christow,  and  Topsham  ;  a  death  from  Diphtheria 
at  Powderham  and  Alphington  ;  of  Membranous  Croup  at  Starcross, 
from  Enteric  Fever  at  Bicton  and  Christow,  and  one  from  Measles  at 
Exminster.  Of  the  subdistricts  the  Clyst  with  -13  has  a  most 
satisfactory  rate,  while  the  Teign  has  an  excess  with  1-73.  The  high 
average  here  is  due  to  the  excessive  rate  in  1898,  when  Whooping 
Cough  was  epidemic  in  this  district. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

The  total  number  of  Notified  diseases  was  107,  which,  although 
a  rise  of  26  from  last  year,  is  19  less  than  the  average  for  the  last  ten 
years.  The  Clyst  has  again  the  highest  figure,  with  a  rate  of  6*4,  while 
Topsham  is  the  best  with  1’4.  The  Exe,  Otter,  and  Teign  are  4*4, 
3*4  and  2-0  respectively.  Cases  at  the  Devon  County  Asylum  are  now 
notified  to  me,  but  as  the  population  there  is  not  included  in  that  used 
for  vital  statistics  1  have  not  included  them  in  the  above  rates.  I  had 
previously  reported  the  omission  to  notify  these  cases  to  me  but  no 
action  was  taken  in  the  matter. 
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SMALLPOX. 

No  cases  occurred  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified,  there 
having  been  9  cases,  as  against  4  last  year,  and  an  average  of  5. 
Seven  of  the  cases  were  in  the  Exe  district,  one  at  Topsham,  and  one 
at  Rockbeare. 

The  cases  were  mostly  scattered,  having  no  connection  with  one 
another,  and  the  disease  has  been  in  no  way  epidemic.  There  were 
three  cases  at  Alphington,  two  being  in  one  house.  The  first  of  these 
was  in  a  boy  who  had  recently  come  from  London  on  a  visit,  and  I  was 
informed  that  Diphtheria  was  prevalent  in  the  locality  from  whence 
he  came.  The  onset  of  the  disease  was  ten  days  after  his  arrival  at 
Alphington.  He  died,  and  eleven  days  after  the  second  case  arose. 
There  had  been  no  Diphtheria  at  Alphington  for  some  years,  and 
although  the  sanitation  of  the  house  was  not  of  the  first  class,  I  think 
that  it  is  more  probable  that  the  cases  depend  on  some  infection 
acquired  before  they  came  here.  Either  the  first  case  may  have  had 
the  Bacillus  in  his  throat  when  he  came,  and  some  unexplained  cause 
have  set  up  active  disease,  or  one  of  the  other  children  may  have  acted 
as  carrier,  and  infected  both  cases.  By  such  means  the  long  interval 
between  the  two  cases  may  be  explained.  I  endeavoured  to  have  the 
throats  of  the  other  children  bacteriologically  examined,  but  could  not 
get  it  done,  and  I  have  no  power  to  do  it  myself.  Fortunately 
Diphtheria  is  an  uncommon  disease  here,  as  it  has  constantly  been 
found  that  in  places  where  it  is  epidemic  it  is  impossible  to  control  it 
without  careful  bacteriological  examination  of  doubtful  “carrier” 
cases. 

The  third  case  was  quite  mild  and  had  no  connection  with  the 
foregoing. 

There  were  two  cases  at  Upton  Pyne  in  one  house,  quite 
isolated,  and  of  unaccountable  origin,  a  case  at  Starcross,  notified  as 
Membranous  Laryngitis,  and  a  case  at  Powderham,  which  proved 
fatal.  This  child  had  been  subject  to  Simple  Croup. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

There  were  nine  cases  reported,  two  at  East  Budleigh,  and  single 
ones  of  each  at  Lympstone,  Powderham,  Exminster,  Kenn,  Bridford, 
Upton  Pyne,  and  the  Devon  County  Asylum. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

The  number  ol  cases  was  68,  an  increase  of  nine  from  last  year. 
The  average  for  the  last  seven  years  is  41. 

As  in  last  year,  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cases  occurred  in  the 
Clyst  district,  namely : — 40,  or  three-fifths  of  the  total. 
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The  year  started  with  Scarlet  Fever  still  present  at  Whimple, 
seven  cases  occurring  in  January.  Two  ot  these  were  in  Adults,  and 
so  the  question  of  school  influence  which  was  discussed  freely  last 
year  could  not  have  affected  these  ;  the  other  five  were  in  School 
Children,  one  occurring  on  the  15th.  It  was  then  discovered  that  four 
children  from  one  house  who  were  attending  the  school  were  peeling 
freely,  and  these  were  removed  to  the  Sanatorium,  and  the  school 
again  fumigated.  In  spite  of  apprehensions  that  there  would  be  a 
further  spread  of  the  disease,  none  occurred.  Two  more  cases  occurred 
at  the  end  of  April,  probably  due  to  some  hangings  which  had  been 
put  away  in  the  school,  not  having  been  disinfected,  being  taken  out. 
Two  more  cases  occurred  in  the  end  of  July  in  one  house,  possibly 
also  due  to  articles  having  escaped  disinfection,  as  there  had  been  cases 
here  in  the  previous  year.  Since  that  date  there  have  been  no  more  cases. 

The  most  extensive  outbreak  of  the  year,  and  indeed,  that  of  any 
year  since  the  Notification  Act  was  adopted,  was  that  at  Sowton  and 
S.  Mary  Clyst,  in  September.  On  the  6th  of  the  month  I  received 
notifications  of  16  cases,  and  myself  discovered  two  more  ;  on  the  8th 
four  were  received,  and  on  the  9th  two,  myself  discovering  three  more. 
This  made  a  total  of  24  cases  in  four  days.  Such  a  sudden  onset 
meant  either  a  most  infectious  case  at  some  such  place  of  common 
resort  as  the  school,  or  a  milk  epidemic.  The  latter  was  at  once  put 
out  of  court  as  the  milk  supplies  were  very  diverse.  Oq  visiting  the 
school  I  found  a  boy  with  marked  signs  of  peeling  on  his  hands,  and 
he  was  credited  with  being  the  cause  of  the  outbreak.  Of  24  cases  22 
were  moved  to  the  Sanatorium,  all  the  premises  and  effects  disinfected, 
likewise  the  school,  with  the  gratifying  result  that  the  epidemic 
subsided  as  quickly  as  it  had  started,  there  being  no  more  cases  after  the 
last  date  mentioned.  A  return  case  occurred  at  the  end  of  November. 

The  contrast  between  the  result  of  a  peeling  case  attending  school 
at  the  beforementioned  places  is  not  a  little  extraord- nary.  In  one 
case  four  children,  apparently  infectious,  produced  at  nost  one  case, 
while  in  the  other  a  most  serious  outburst  resulted.  Ii  is  known  that 
return  cases  may  be  extremely  infectious,  an  example  ot  which  we  had 
at  Ide  in  1902,  but  this  did  not  apply  here.  The  case,  which  was 
contracted  out  of  the  district,  was  of  a  very  mild  chara(  ter,  and  there 
is  nothing  to  show  why  this  particular  one  disseminated  infection  in 
such  a  severe  degree.  The  current  opinion  is  that  the  particles  from 
the  skin  are  but  to  a  small  degree  infectious,  and  that  tho  main  danger, 
and  tliisfor  the  whole  duration  of  the  disease,  is  in  the  throat  and  nose, 
and  the  discharges  therefrom.  The  most  infectious  period  is  in  the 
acute  stage  of  the  disease,  and  this  gradually  decreases,  but  contact 
with  a  fresh  acute  case  is  liable  to  bring  about  a  renewed  activity  of  the 
infectious  material. 

The  remaining  cases  in  this  district  were  trivial,  tiiere  were  two 
at  Broadclyst,  quite  unconnected  with  each  other,  and  one  each  at 
Clysthydon  and  Rockbeare. 
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Tlie  number  in  the  Exe  district  was  19.  The  cases  were  scattered 
and  in  no  case  was  there  any  spread  from  the  first  house  afi'ected. 
Kenn  heads  the  list  with  six  cases,  five  of  which  were  in  one  house. 
The  first  was  very  mild  and  not  recognised,  and  from  this  three  others 
were  infected  in  quick  succession.  The  parents  of  the  children  were 
affected  with  throat  illness  of  an  acute  character,  which  was  probably 
a  manifestation  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  poison,  but  they  did  not  show  the 
ordinary  form  of  the  disease.  The  fifth  case  in  this  house  was  a 
daughter  who  had  been  attending  her  mother  during  her  illness. 
The  last  one  was  probably  a  return  case.  iVn  Exeter  child  who  had  a 
few  days  before  been  discharged  from  the  Sanatorium,  had  gone  to  the 
house  to  stay,  a  child  living  there  immediately  contracted  the  disease. 
Lympstone  had -three  cases  in  one  house,  the  first  was  removed,  and 
the  other  two  were  return  cases  ;  they  were  the  mother  and  sister  of 
the  first  case.  There  were  two  cases  at  Kenton,  one  in  June,  and 
the  other  in  October  ;  the  latter  did  not  peel.  A  case  at  Rewe,  which 
the  practitioner  who  saw  it  thought  so  little  of  that  he  did  not  visit  it 
after  the  first  occasion  on  which  he  saw  it.  Five  cases  at  Brampford 
Speke,  four  being  in  one  house,  and  two  at  Upton  Pyne  in  different 
houses.  It  was  highly  fortunate  that  no  more  occurred  in  these  two 
latter  places,  as  in  the  adjoining  parish  of  Newton  S.  Gyres,  in  the 
Crediton  rural  district,  there  was  an  extensive  epidemic. 

The  four  cases  in  the  Otter  district  were  all  at  Colaton  Raleigh, 
in  three  houses,  one  in  January,  and  the  others  in  March. 

In  the  Teign  district  there  were  two  cases,  both  at  Tedburn, 
while  those  at  Topsham  were  at  Countess  Weir. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Notifications  of  17  oases  were  received,  these  being  spread  all  over 
the  district.  Two  of  these  were  at  the  Devon  County  Asylum,  so  the 
number  comparable  with  previous  years  is  15,  this  is  a  slight  increase 
over  the  last  two  years.  Two  of  the  cases  turned  out  to  be  Tubercular 
Meningitis,  two  were  contracted  out  of  the  district,  in  addition  to  which 
two  who  were  infected  in  all  probability  from  cockles  which  were 
consumed  when  away  for  a  holiday.  This  leaves  nine  remaining  to  the 
credit  of  the  district,  only  one  of  which  appears  to  be  in  any  way  serious. 
This  was  at  x^lphington,  and  presents  unusual  features.  The  patient  had 
shortly  before  been  confined,  and  had  not  been  from  her  home  for  some 
weeks.  No  account  could  be  gathered  of  anything  such  as  shell-fish 
being  taken  which  might  account  for  it,  the  water  was  fair,  while  the 
sanitation,  though  insufficient,  seems  hardly  enough  to  account  for  the 
attack. 

The  Clyst  has  the  greatest  number,  with  six ;  three  being  at 
Broadclyst,  and  three  at  Woodbury ;  the  Exe  three,  one  each  at 
Alphington,  Powderham,  and  Lympstone  ;  the  Otter  three,  two  at 
East  Budleigh,  and  one  at  Bicton.  Two  of  these  were  cockle  cases. 
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Two  of  tlie  three  Teigii  cases  were  at  Cliristow,  and  one  at  Ashcombe. 
Two  of  these  were  contracted  out  of  the  district,  the  remaining  one 
being  a  Christow  case.  This  occurred  in  the  cottage  which  has  been 
the  scene  of  so  many  previous  cases,  this  being  the  seventh.  There 
was  one  in  1898,  two  in  1899,  two  in  1901,  one  in  1903,  ending  with 
the  present  case  ;  this  was  the  only  fatal  one  of  the  series,  and 
unfortunately,  was  the  head  of  the  family.  In  view^  of  the  repeated 
series  of  cases  here  I  prepared  a  special  report,  and  suggested  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  should  be  asked  to  send  an  Inspector  to 
examine  the  house,  and  make  suggestions.  In  accordance  with  this, 
Dr.  H.  Timbrell  Bulstrode  visited  the  place  with  me  in  June.  In  his 
letter  to  me  he  stated  that  he  folly  agreed  with  me  that  the  phenomenon 
was  very  difficult  of  satisfactory  explanation,  and  that  his  suggestions 
must  be  regarded  in  the  light  rather  of  precautionary  measures  than 
explanations.  His  suggestions  comprised  the  advice  that  the  water, 
while  it  was  very  difficult  to  see  how  it  could  be  specifically  polluted, 
be  boiled,  be  frequently  impressed  upon  the  occupants.  This  is  done. 
Also  that  a  new  pail  and  woodwork  be  supplied  in  the  closet,  as  it  was 
possible  that  infectious  particles  might  still  be  remaining  there, 
and  that  the  whole  be  thoroughly  washed  down  with  disinfectant. 
The  latter  was  done,  but  the  agent  declined  to  do  the  former  as  they 
had  been  renewed  a  liitle  time  before.  Also  that  the  urine  of  those 
still  living  in  the  house  who  had  suffered  from  Fever  be  examined 
bacteriologically  in  case  the  condition  of  “Typhoid  Bacilluria  ”  was 
present.  The  Council  did  not  see  their  way  to  have  this  done. 
In  addition  it  was  suggested  that  the  floors  of  the  house  be  thoroughly 
washed  down  with  disinfectant,  and  all  the  bedding  passed  through 
the  disinfector.  As  this  had  been  done  before,  I  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  do  it  again. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Four  cases  were  notified,  one  of  which  was  fatal.  This  was  at 
Aylesbeare,  the  others  were  at  Broadclyst,  Starcross,  and  Lympstone. 

jEon^i^otiffable  Spmotic  €)fseases. 


MEASLES. 

One  death  from  Measles  occurred  at  Exminster.  It  was  here 
that  the  only  extensive  outbreak  occurred  during  the  year.  There 
were  also  smaller  outbreaks  at  Dunchideock,  Shillingford,  and 
Alphington.  All  these  seem  to  owe  their  origin  to  a  case  at  Kenn, 
which  had  been  contracted  out  of  the  district,  the  child  being  a  visitor, 
and  developing  the  disease  after  she  came  into  this  district.  This  was 
in  August,  and  being  holiday  time,  it  slowly  diffused  through  the 
surrounding  district.  How  the  first  case  came  to  Exminster  is  not 
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clear,  but  evidently  a  child  attended  school  there  before  the  rash 
appeared,  which  is  the  most  infectious  time.  The  last  epidemic  here 
was  ten  years  ago,  and  so  there  were  a  large  number  of  children  who 
had  not  previously  had  the  disease.  In  the  second  week  of  September 
72  children  were  absent  from  school  out  of  a  register  of  211,  and  the 
schools  were  closed.  Before  the  outbreak  ended  probably  every  child 
in  the  village  who  had  not  previously  had  Measles  contracted  it. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

As  previously  stated,  there  has  been  an  increased  incidence  in 
this  disease,  especially  in  the  Teign  district.  The  disease  seems  to  be 
more  fatal  in  this  district  than  in  the  others,  as  in  1898  there  was  an 
excessive  mortality  from  it.  This  is  difficult  to  account  for  satisfactorily. 

HIAREHCEA. 

There  is  an  increase  also  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  this 
complaint,  but  the  number  is  not  excessive.  This  is  principally  a 
complaint  affecting  large  towns  and  overcrowded  areas,  so  it  follows 
that  it  is  not  likely  to  be  present  in  a  rural  district  to  an  excessive 
degree.  Here  it  is  principally  a  disorder  following  from  bad 
sanitation  and  in  houses  where  there  is  not  sufficient  care  taken  or 
accommodation  for  the  preservation  of  food  in  hot  weather.  All  the 
deaths  were  in  infants  under  a  year,  and  it  is  on  these  that  improperly 
prepared  food  is  most  likely  to  tell.  The  greatest  incidence  is  in  the 
Teign. 


^prcific  Diseases. 


INFLUENZA. 


The  District  was  very  free  from  this  complaint,  there  being  only 
one  death  from  it. 


PHTHISIS. 


I  am  glad  to  record  a  considerable  fall  in  the  fatalities  from  this 
disease,  there  being  18,  being,  with  one  exception,  the  lowest  recorded. 
There  is  an  especial  heavy  incidence,  as  last  year,  on  the  Exe  District, 
which  has  nine  cases,  or  half  the  total  number.  Lympstone  and 
Upton  Pyne  had  each  two  cases,  those  at  the  latter  being  in  one 
house,  while  there  were  single  cases  of  each  at  Exminster,  Kenn, 
Kenton,  Starcross,  and  Alphington,  Topsham  has  the  highest 
percentage,  with  four  cases.  The  rates  in  the  otlier  three  Districts 
are  most  excellent,  in  the  Otter  being  equal  to  the  previous  lowest, 
while  in  the  Clyst  and  the  Teign  the  rates  are  the  lowest  recorded. 
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The  County  Council  held  an  enquiry  during  the  year  as  to  the 
advisability  of  forming  the  County  into  a  hospital  district  for  Phthisis. 
I  was  instructed  to  attend  this  and  give  evidence.  I  supported  the 
suggestion  on  the  grounds  that  Phthisis  had  produced  in  this  district 
during  the  last  seven  years  more  deaths  than  all  the  principal  Zymotic 
diseases  put  together,  and  therefore  there  v  as  an  obvious  necessity  for 
taking  measures  to  reduce  this  mortality ;  that  these  deaths  mostly 
occurred  at  the  most  valuable  period  of  life,  and  that  the  loss  to  the 
community  was  considerable  ;  that  although  the  mortality  had  been 
much  reduced  in  the  last  fifty  years  through  better  general  sanitation, 
yet  cases  still  would  occur,  and  that  proper  means  for  their  treatment 
were  necessary  ;  that  in  addition  to  a  very  probable  hope  of  recovery 
if  the  cases  were  taken  early  enough,  a  large  amount  of  infectious 
material  would  be  prevented  from  forming,  and  what  did  form  would 
by  proper  treatment  be  rendered  innocous,  and  in  those  cases  that 
from  being  taken  too  late  or  from  other  causes  did  not  allow  of 
recovery  would  be  educated  so  that  they  might  understand  how  they 
should  manage  so  as  not  to  be  a  source  of  danger  to  others.  It  was 
mentioned  by  another  that  in  Glermany  the  Friendly  Societies,  which 
are  compulsory  for  all  the  working  classes,  find  it  pays  them  better  to 
send  their  cases  of  Phthisis  to  a  Sanatorium  and  cure  them  rather 
than  allow  them  to  stay  at  home  and  be  a  charge  upon  the  funds. 

I  understand  thnt  the  County  Council  committed  themselves  to 
the  principle  of  a  hospital  district,  but  do  not  intend  to  erect  buildings. 
By  this  means  it  seems  that  a  deadlock  will  be  produced,  as  other 
bodies,  such  as  Boards  of  Guardians,  who  might  have  considered  the 
erection  of  Phthisis  Wards  at  their  Infimaries,  will  now  be  deterred 
from  so  doing  because  the  County  Council  may  also  begin  to  start  a 
hospital. 

It  is  undoubted  that  there  would  be  a  great  saving  in  the  Poor 
Bate  if  the  cases  of  Phthisis  among  the  poor  were  properly  treated,  as 
the  length  of  these  cases  makes  them  very  expensive  when  they  come 
on  the  rates,  as  what  is  spent  in  supporting  them  until  they  die  and 
their  families  would  probably  be  much  more  than  is  sufficient  to  cure 
them  if  applied  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease. 

The  following  results  have  been  obtained  in  a  Sanatorium  in  the 
Mendip  Hills.  Of  the  severe^ cases  19  per  cent,  were  completely  cured 
and  able  to  work  as  hard  as  they  ever  did  ;  21  per  cent,  were  in  fair 
health  and  able  to  work,  but  not  to  the  degree  that  they  had  before 
breaking  down,  while  of  the  remainder,  many  of  whom  were  nearly  at 
their  end  when  admitted,  some  were  alive  but  not  able  to  work.  Of 
the  moderately  severe  cases  58  per  cent,  were  cured,  13  per  cent,  were 
in  fair  health,  and  22  per  cent,  were  alive  two  years  after  discharge. 

Of  the  slight  cases  91  per  cent,  were  completely  cured. 
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I  still  adhere  to  my  opinion  that  the  first  step  to  enable 
preventive  measures  to  be  taken  in  this  disease  is  that  of  compulsory 
notification.  Phthisis  is  a  dangerous  infectious  disease,  and  should 
be  declared  so  ;  but  there  is  no  desire  to  apply  the  penal  clauses  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  to  this  disease,  as  is  done  with  the  others  of  this 
class. 

There  were  eight  deaths  from  the  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis, 
which  is  two  less  than  last  year. 

CANCER. 

This  terrible  disease  produced  28  deaths,  the  largest  recorded. 
The  Clyst  district  has  an  especially  heavy  incidence. 

Until  the  cause  of  this  disease  is  known  it  is  impossible  to  take 
any  preventive  measures  against  it. 


^auitar^  'Hjinimstration. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

SANATORIUM. 

Under  the  arrangement  with  the  Exeter  City  Council  75  cases 
have  been  removed  to  their  Sanatorium  at  Pinhoe  because  there  was 
not  “  proper  lodging  and  accommodation  ”  for  them  at  their  own 
homes. 

There  has  been  no  difficulty  in  getting  the  cases  removed,  and  I 
am,  as  in  former  years,  glad  to  record  the  courtesy  of  the  City  officials. 
The  policy  of  removal  requires  no  justification  when  the  outbreak  at 
Clyst  St.  Mary  is  considered. 


DISINFECTION. 

Second  only  to  the  removal  of  case^  is  the  efficient  disinfection  of 
premises  afterwards.  With  the  exception  of  the  cases  previously 
mentioned  at  Whimple,  and  there  accounted  for,  there  have  been  none 
that  could  have  arisen  from  inefficient  disinfection. 

At  the  time  of  the  Clyst  St.  Mary  outbreak  the  point  was  raised 
as  to  the  possibility  of  the  school  books  being  a  cause  of  recurring 
cases,  as  the  fumigation  of  the  school  could  not  be  taken  as  implying 
disinfection  of  these.  Leave  was  granted  by  the  Education  Committee 


18 


of  the  County  Council  to  experiment  with  the  books  there,  and  this 
was  done.  The  bacteriological  work  was  done  by  Mr.  Tickle,  the 
City  Public  Analyst.  He  prepared  threads  by  soaking  them  in 
sewage,  and  these  were  placed  in  the  books  and  subjected  to  the 
action  of  the  steam  disinfector.  Some  of  the  bacteria  which  are 
present  in  sewage  are  very  resistant,  and  the  test  was  a  severe  one. 
I  was  previously  inclined  to  think  that  the  steam  would  not  penetrate 
between  the  leaves,  but  the  result  showed  that  books  under 
one-and-a-half  inches  thick  were  completely  disinfected  by  the 
process,  but  that  those  of  a  greater  thickness  were  not  sterilised. 
Those  that  had  leather  bindings  were  badly  damaged.  Probably  a 
longer  exposure  would  have  produced  complete  disinfection  in  all. 
The  result  also  guarantees  the  efficacy  of  the  machine. 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

This  varies  in  the  different  parts  of  the  district.  In  some  there 
are  good  unoccupied  cottages,  but  in  the  majority  there  is  difficulty  in 
finding  good  houses.  Where  this  is  the  case  there  are  some  that 
would  otherwise  be  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

Two  such  have  been  reported,  and  five  have  been  demolished  as 
they  were  in  a  dangerous  condition. 

There  were  no  overcrowdings  reported. 

The  parishes  in  which  the  Building  Bye-laws  are  in  force  remain 
as  before,  they  being  Pinhoe,  Alphington,  Broadclyst,  and  Topsham. 
Plans  for  12  new  buildings  were  passed  during  the  year. 

As  in  previous  years,  I  recommend  the  universal  adoption  of  the 

new  Bye-laws  modified  as  regards  Rural  Districts.  There  is  nothing 

in  these  to  needlessly  hinder  building  operations,  while  they  ensure 

that  new  houses  shall  at  least  be  sanitary. 

«/ 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

During  the  year  I  reported  as  fco  the  necessity  of  the  village  of 
Tedburn  St.  Mary  being  supplied  with  an  efficient  sewer.  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  this  has  been  done,  and  a  nuisance  of  long  standing  has 
been  remedied.  A  short  length  at  Kennford  has  also  been  re-laid, 
and  has  also  proved  the  solution  of  an  extensive  nuisance. 

The  Septic  Tank  Works  at  Exminster  do  their  work  well  as 
regards  the  purification  of  the  sewage,  but  at  times  there  is  still 
considerable  nuisance.  As  most  of  the  sewage  is  derived  from  the 
Devon  County  Asylum,  and  as  the  amount  of  material  which  gets 
into  the  sewer  in  the  way  of  bits  of  clothing,  &c.,  is  extraordinary,  the 
labour  of  supervising  the  works  efficiently  is  much  increased. 
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The  Brooks  at  Woodbury,  Ide,  and  Whimple,  which  receive  in 
great  part  the  sewage  of  the  respective  villages,  remain  as  before. 
There  has  not  been  any  particular  complaint  as  to  nuisance  owing  to 
there  having  been  a  sufficiency  of  water  to  dilute  the  sewage  and 
carry  it  away. 


EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

Nothing  has  arisen  to  make  me  doubt  the  wisdom  of  the  policy 
which  has  been  pursued  in  regard  to  such  matters.  Isolated  drains 
and  water  closets  are  as  far  as  possible  discouraged,  as  the  various 
matters  emerge  from  the  drain  in  a  state  more  difficult  to  deal  with 
than  when  they  entered  it.  Pail  closets  or  Poore’s  dry  privy  are  used, 
the  old  foul  and  insufficient  privy  middens  being  gradually  abolished. 
Such  sewers  as  are  at  present  in  the  district  are  generally  in  good 
order,  and  there  is  no  hesitation  in  remedying  them  when  they  are 
shown  to  be  in  a  bad  condition.  The  work  that  has  been  done  in  this 
respect  is  mentioned  in  the  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

REMOVAL  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

The  list  of  places  where  scavenging  is  enforced  remains  as  before. 
It  is  very  short,  comprising  two  places  only  — Lympstone  and 
Topsham.  In  each  the  collection  is  bi-weekly,  and  is  satisfactory. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  sources  of  public  supply  in  those  places  tliat  have  them  have 
been  inspected,  and  remain  satisfactory. 

The  Local  Government  Board  held  an  enquiry  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year  at  Otterton  with  respect  to  the  water  suppl_y  of  the  parish. 
The  scheme  of  the  Engineer,  Mr.  Cameron,  as  presented,  was 
allow'ed,  and  the  work  is  now  well  in  hand,  and  should  be  completed 
in  the  early  part  of  this  year.  The  total  cost  is  TI,f500,  for  which  the 
Board  granted  a  loan  for  thirty  years.  When  this  work  has  been 
completed,  Otterton,  which  was  one  of  the  most  insanitary  places  in 
the  district  when  I  took  office,  will  be  one  of  the  best. 

The  Topsham  Water  question  was  raised  during  the  year  by  the 
complaint  of  a  Resident  to  the  Local  Government  Board.  In 
consequence  of  this  I  was  directed  to  make  a  special  report  to  the 
Board,  giving  in  detail  the  state  oi  affairs  As  the  matter  had  been 
shelved  for  some  years,  and  no  new  facts  had  been  adduced  either  one 
way  or  the  other,  it  was  necessary  to  start  at  the  beginning  and  give 
the  history  of  the  question  from  the  time  when  I  first  had  my 
attention  directed  to  the  water  by  the  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  which 
occurred  here.  Nothing  has  been  heard  from  the  Board  since  the 
report  was  sent  in. 
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The  Analyses  appended  are  those  which  were  done  during  the 
year.  That  from  Whimpie,  Doddiscombsleigh,  and  Upton  Pyne  were 
made  in  consequence  of  a  complaint  that  the  water  was  bad,  while 
those  from  Woodbury  and  Alphington  in  consequence  of  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever  occurring  at  the  premises.  Diphtheria  had  occurred 
at  the  house  at  Upton  Pyne. 

PLAGES  OVER  WHICH  THE  COUNCIL  HAVE 

SUPERVISION. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Further  experience  of  the  action  of  the  Bye-laws  shows  that  these 
places  are  certainly  kept  better,  although  from  the  construction  of 
some  of  them  it  is  impossible  to  ma^iage  in  the  best  possible  manner. 
No  prosecution  has  been  necessary. 

Licenses  for  two  new  Slaughter  Houses  have  been  applied  for, 
and  one  old  house,  which  was  not  previously  upon  the  register,  has 
now  been  placed  there. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

The  register  is  again  increased.  It  is  provided  in  the  Order  that 
its  provisions  as  to  registration  shall  be  periodically  advertised,  and  it 
must  be  about  time  that  this  was  done  again.  Otherwise  new-comers 
into  the  district  are  not  aware  of  the  provisions  of  the  Order. 

The  Dairies  are,  on  the  whole,  well  kept.  I  reported  two  with 
untrapped  drains.  The  Cowsheds  are  practically  milking  sheds  only, 
and  as  such  it  is  not  required  to  keep  them  in  the  state  in  which  they 
would  be  if  the  cows  were  stalled  for  the  whole  of  the  day. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  Act  of  1901  is  properly  observed  in  the  district,  although 
the  cases  to  which  it  applies  are  not  many  or  important. 

The  chief  points  to  be  reported  upon  are  as  follows  : — 

1. — Sanitary  condition  of  Workshops  and  Workplaces,  including  : 
(a)  Cleanliness,  air-space,  and  ventilation. 

In  three  instances  there  was  a  lack  of  cleanliness  and 
one  overcrowding. 
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(d)  Drainage  of  floors  where  wet  processes  are  carried  on. 

There  are  none  such  in  the  district. 

(c)  Provision  of  suitable  sanitary  conveniences. 

These  were  generally  satisfactory  except  in  one 
instance. 

2.  — Special  sanitary  regulations  for  bakehouses. 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  district.  A 
sand  and  cement  floor  was  required  in  one  instance. 

3.  — Home  Work. 

This  apparently  is  not  performed  in  the  district  under  the 
conditions  contemplated  by  the  Act. 

4. — Keeping  a  Register  of  Workshops. 

This  is  attended  to. 

NUISANCES. 

Mr.  Jackman,  the  Assistant  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  who  was 
appointed  in  1908,  has  obtained  well-deserved  promotion,  he  being 
appointed  Inspector  of  Nuisances  to  the  Williton  Rural  District 
Council.  He  was  in  every  way  an  excellent  officer,  who  had  a  very 
sound  knowledge  of  his  duties.  His  place  has  been  filled  by  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Kingwell,  who  shows  every  sign  of  being  an 
energetic  and  capable  Inspector. 

The  district  is  kept  well  inspected,  and  those  nuisances  that  are 
detected  are  promptly  dealt  with.  The  number  of  inspections  is  less 
than  for  last  year,  but  26  more  notices  have  been  served. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

Both  the  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  and  the  Public 
Health  Amendment  Act,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  rural  districts,  are 
in  force. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

No  use  is  made  of  this  Act. 

I  was  called  to  the  Devon  County  Asylum  to  inspect  the  carcases 
of  two  sheep,  there  being  some  doubts  as  to  their  being  fit  for  human 
food.  I  found  them  badly  dressed,  but  otherwise  satisfactory. 
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INSPECTIONS. 

I  have  made  systematic  hoiise-to-hoiise  inspections  at  Tedburn 
St.  Mary,  Christow,  Woodbury,  Lympstone,  Kenn,  Sowton,  Clyst  St. 
Mary,  and  Topshain.  Other  inspections  have  been  made  at  Whimple, 
iVlphington,  Woodbury  Salterton,  Upton  Pyne,  Exminster,  Brampford 
Speke,  Rewe,  Whitstone,  and  Powderham. 


In  addition  to  the  general  matters  previously  mentioned  in  this 
report,  I  have  complained  as  to  8  insufficient  closets,  18  defective 
privies,  88  insufficient  drains,  wells  insufficiently  protected  in  4,  dirty 
houses  6,  foul  yard  1,  3  pigstyes  a  nuisance,  and  2  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


[Signed) 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


MARK  FARRANT,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r  c  s.,  d.p.h., 


FeUo'W  of  ike  Pi,oyaL  InniVnle  of  Puhhc  Health,  and  of  the  Iiicorporated  Society  o1  Medical 
Officers  of  Health;  Member  of  the.  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  BY  THE  INSPECTORS 

OF  NUISANCES.— 1904. 


No.  of 

Complaints 

45 

? 

Inspections 

1306 

? 

Re-inspections 

872 

?  ? 

Notices  Served  ...  ...  ... 

179 

J  9 

Houses,  or  Parts  of,  Limewashed  ... 

73 

1  5 

,,  Disinfected 

92 

9  9 

,,  Demolished 

5 

9 

Drains  (New) 

53 

99 

,,  Repaired 

32 

9  9 

,,  Ventilated 

47 

99 

Water  Closets  (New) 

30 

99 

,,  ,,  supplied  with  Water 

22 

9 

Water  Closets  and  Privies  Repaired 

23 

99 

Wells  (New) 

3 

9  9 

,,  Protected  ... 

6 

9  9 

Houses  to  which  a  Public  Supply  has  been 

laid  on 

4 

99 

Other  Nuisances  Abated 

20 

9 

Inspections  of  Factories  ... 

12 

9 

,,  Workshops 

169 

9 

Notices  under  Factory  Act,  1901  ... 

5 

9 

Defects  Remedied  under  Factory  Act,  1901  ... 

6 

9? 

Inspections  of  Dairies 

112 

9 

,,  Slaughter  Houses  .. 

70 

9 

New  Slaughter  Houses  Licensed  ... 

2 

9 

Old  ,,  ,,  Registered 

1 

99 

Proceedings  taken  before  Justices  .. 

4 

99 

Justices’  Orders  obtained  ... 

3 

9  9 

Articles  Sterilized  in  Disinfector  ... 

1516 

The  following  public  works  have  been  carried  out  under  my 
supervision  during  the  past  year  ; — New’'  Sewers  at  Kenn  and  at 
Tedburn  St.  Mary,  with  outfall ;  extensions  at  Clyst  St.  Mary  and 
Dog  (Broadclyst),  the  latter  being  ju-ovided  with  a  new  irrigating  area; 
and  renewals  of  existing  sewers  at  Passage  Lane  and  Chapel  Court, 
Topsham,  and  at  Dunsford.  The  water  supplies  have  been  inspected, 
and  where  necessary  protected. 

E.  H.  QUICK,  M.S.L, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances, 


8.  THOMAS  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES 

AND  HOMEAVORK. 

1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  op  Nuisances. 


i 

Number  of 

Premises.  i 

! 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

!  Factories  (Including  Factory 
Laundries) 

12 

!  Workshops  (including  Workshop 
Laundries) 

169 

4 

Workplaces 

Homeworkers’  Premises 

! 

Total 

181 

4  i 

2.- DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prose¬ 

cutions. 

Found. 

Eeme- 

died. 

Keferred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — 
Want  of  Cleanliness  - . 

Want  of  Ventilation  . . 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

e,  ...  ]  insufficient  . . 

am  ary  accom-  1  qj.  defective 

modations 

1  Offences  under  the  Factory  and 

W-  ORKSHOP  Act  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake¬ 
house  (S.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 
for  bakehouses  (SS.  97  to  100) 

Failure  as  regard  lists  of  outworkers 
(S.  107) 

Giving  out  work  to  be  i  unwholesome 
done  in  premises  ;  (S.  108) 

which  are  )  infected  (S.  110) 

Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made  in 
premises  infected  by  scarlet  fever  or 
smallpox  (S.  109) 

Other  offences 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

6 

6 

S.—OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


Number. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factobies  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  (S.  133) 

Action  taken  in  maters  referred  by  /  Notified  by  H.M. 
H.M.  Inspectors  as  remediable  )  Inspector 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts, but  )  Report  of  (action  taken) 
not  under  the  Factory  Act  (S.  5)  I  sent  to  H.M.  Insp’lrs. 

Other  . .  ' 

Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101) : — 

In  use  during  1903  . . 

/  in  1903 

Certificates  granted  < 

(  in  1904 

In  use  at  the  end  of  1904  . .  . .  . .  . . 


Homework.  Lists  of  Outworkers  *  (S.  107)  : — 

Lists  received 

forwarded  to  other  Authorities 
received  from  other  Authorities 

Homework  in  unwholesome  or  Infected  Premises  : — 


2 

2 


Addresses  of  Outworkers 


Number  of 
Lists.  'Outwk’rs 


Wearing 

Apparel 


Notices  prohibiting  homework  in  unwholesome  premises  ! 
(S.  108)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  j 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  homeworkers’  premises  ' 

Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected  premises  (S.  110)  | 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  1904  : —  j 


Other. 


■  CO  Qj 

«  5:^  o  ^  jH  2 
d  P  ®  ® 

S+H  3  M  “  „  _ _ 

u  o  rs  ® 

o  2  ® 


Bakehouses 

Dressmakers 


cs  I  Tailors 


Q.  03  Cb  ”  ®  , 

«  13  03  ^  .Q  a  a  ( other  Trades 


48, 

17 

10 

32 


Tot^l  number  of  workshops  on  Register 


707 


*  The  Lists  should  be  received  twice  in  a  year.  The  year’s  figures  required  in 
the  Table  are  then  obtained  by  adding  together  the  two  half-yearly  totals. 
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H 
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B 

0 

H 

fi 

B 

(0 

H 

R 

R 

<1 

CO 

0 

W 

B 

ffl 


Nett  Deaths  at 
all  Ages  belonging 
to  the  District. 

Rate.* 

13 

30  OO  cp 

CO  P  30  P  P  oo  P 

t-H  •  »— H  r— 1 

30 

iti 

P 

Number. 

12 

355 

391 

411 

395 

421 

312 

355 

377 

I  350 

Deaths  of 
Residents 
registered 
in  Public 
institutions 
beyond  the 
District. 

11 

22 

27 

18 

15 

25 

30 

28 

(M 

CO 

Deaths  of 
Non- 
Residents 
registered 
in  Public 
Institutions 
in  the 
District. 

10 

97 

61 

94 

105 

103 

124 

114 

O 

o 

t-H 

CO 

o 

Totrtl 

D: aths  in 
Public 
Institu¬ 
tions  in 
the 

District. 

9 

00  tH  if  ^  O  30 

05  CO  05  O  --I  CO  Ol 

T—l 

104 

112 

j  Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the  District,  j 

j  At  all  Ages.  j 

Rate  * 

8 

15-9 

15  7 

18-1 

18-0 

20-3 

16  6 

18-1 

18-3 

17-6 

Number. 

7 

430 

425 

487 

485 

500 

406 

441 

453 

430 

jUnder  1  Year  of  Age. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 
registered 

6 

105 

118 

119 

98 

110 

86 

85 

103 

111 

1 

Number. 

5 

71 

66 

70 

53 

64 

48 

48  • 

1 

T9 

60 

Births. 

Rate  * 

4 

24-2 

20- 7 

21- 7 

22- 2 

23-7 

22-8 

23-1 

1 - 

f-2Z 

rH 

(N 

Number. 

3 

651 

558 

586 

560 

560 

557 

562 

576 

tr¬ 

ee 

30 

Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of 
each  Year. 

2 

26,890 

26,940 

26,900 

26,910 

24,520 

24,410 

24,300 

24,673 

24,200 

Year. 

1 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Corrected 
Averages 
for  years 
1897—1903. 
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state  the  name  of  the  isolation  hospital,  if  any,  used  by  the  sick  of  the  district.  Mark  (H)  the  locality  in  v^hich  it  is  situated, 
or  if  not  within  the  district,  state  where  it  is  situated,  and  in  what  district. — City  of  Exeter  Sanatorium,  at  Pinhoe. 


TABLE  IV. 

S.  THOMAS  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1904. 


Deaths  in 

whole  District 

Deaths 

in  Localities 
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at  subjoined  Ages. 

(At  all  Ages). 

Causes  of  Death. 
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Small-pox 

Measles 

1 

1 

1 

Scarlet  fever  . . 
Whooping- 
cough 

Diphtheria  and 

10 

6 

4 

1 

2 

5 

2 

2 

membranous 

croup 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

Croup 

/  Typhus 

Fever 

j  Other 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

'  contin’d 

Epidemic 

influenza 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea 

4 

4 

3 

1 

4 

Enteritis 

4 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 
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